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Accreditation

“The Ministry of Endowments and Islamic Affairs affirms that the Muallimah Institute is a pioneering

educational institution in the teaching of Islamic sciences and the preparation of female teachers. Its academic

curriculum has been carefully developed by a distinguished group of qualified scholars and educators, meeting the

highest standards of academic and educational excellence.

The curriculum includes the Holy Qur’an, the Arabic Language, and Islamic sciences, while also providing

comprehensive academic and pedagogical training. This enables graduates to educate women and children and serve

Muslim communities both within the country and abroad.

Accordingly, the Ministry of Endowments and Islamic Affairs grants the Muallimah Institute official accreditation

to offer its approved educational programs and to issue Islamic vocational diplomas and Islamic certificates to

students who successfully complete the required course of study and pass the assessments.

This accreditation is granted in recognition of the Institute’s valuable contribution to spreading authentic Islamic

knowledge, preparing qualified female teachers, and strengthening Islamic education according to a sound and well-

established scholarly methodology.”

I S SU ING  AUTHORITY Ministry of Religion and Endowments, Hargeisa

REFERENCE Tix: JSL/WDA/XW
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THE  PROGR AMME

The Programme

A five-year course of study in the Islamic sciences, taught from the classical texts of the tradition. It carries students

from the beginning of each science to the point at which they can open a book in it and understand it for themselves.

What a graduate becomes

Three capacities are formed, and they ascend.

She is a nāqilah لَة قِ نَا . She transmits accurately, reporting what the scholars held without distortion, and she knows

the difference between what a school holds and what one of its scholars once said.

She possesses tabaṣṣur ر بَصُّ  تَّ She knows the recognised positions in each science she has studied; and in those .ال

sciences where a student is expected to know the proofs, fiqh above all and the sciences that serve it, she knows the

evidence upon which each position rests, so that a position she holds is a position whose proof she can name.

And she is a bāḥithah ثَة  بَاحِ . By the close of the programme she has completed a substantial body of written

assignments and holds the principles by which a question is investigated. She can take a subject in the Islamic

sciences, work through the primary sources, and produce research on it. This qualifies her for takhaṣṣuṣ ص خَصُّ تَّ ,ال
specialisation, and the specialisation the Institute currently offers is the Programme in Iftāʾ.

How the study is ordered

Every science advances together, in levels. A level is a horizontal band running across the whole curriculum at

once.

At Level One students take the first book of naḥw, the first book of fiqh in their school, the first book of ʿaqīdah,

the first book of ḥadīth, and so on. When Level One is complete in every science they return to the beginning and

take Level Two of each, in the same order.

Students meet every science early, so they understand from the first year how each serves the others, and they

return to each science carrying the instruments the previous level gave them.

Some sciences begin at Level One and run to the end. Others enter later, at the point at which students are

equipped for them. The tables show where each one starts.

The final year is given to consolidation within the school, together with a mukhtaṣar in al-khilāf al-ʿālī ُاَف خِل ال

لِي عَا .the higher disagreement, studied alongside the student’s continuing texts ,ال
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HOW  THE  PROGR AMME  I S  DEL I V ERED

The two routes

ROUTE DURAT ION RECOMMENDED  DAILY  STUDY

Full time Five years Three to five hours a day.

Part time Seven years One and a half to two hours a day.

Both routes cover the identical curriculum and lead to the identical award. Students who fall behind on the full-

time route may move onto the part-time route and keep their place.

How the Programme Is Delivered

Lessons are recorded. Sisters have enrolled from across the world and across many time zones, so every student

studies at the hour that suits her, at the pace her circumstances allow.

Every student is assigned a personal academic instructor who oversees her progress. Questions are submitted

through the student portal and answered every week.

What students need

I TEM DETA IL

Language The programme is taught in English throughout. Every set text is supplied with

an English translation alongside the Arabic.

Books All texts are provided as PDFs.

Equipment A phone is sufficient. A laptop is advised.

Arabic on entry None is assumed. See below.

Start The programme begins on the thirtieth of September.

Arabic

The programme carries two Arabic strands.

The classical sciences of the language ُة غَ بَلا رْفُ وَال وُ وَالصَّ  حْ نَّ are studied as sciences in their own right, from their ال

own mutūn, in the same graded way as fiqh or ḥadīth. This is what allows students to read a commentary

unaided.

Arabic for non-native speakers runs alongside it, building vocabulary, reading, comprehension and the practical

ability to work with an Arabic page. Students who begin with no Arabic are carried by this strand while the

classical sciences build underneath it.
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THE  CURR ICULUM

The preparatory stage

Every student takes a short preparatory course before the curriculum opens. It teaches the two methods of study

used throughout the programme, the discipline that sustained students of knowledge before us, and the reasons

students of knowledge fail to reach what they set out for. It is assessed by a written summary and a reading

examination.

The Curriculum

The complete ladder follows. Each science is given level by level, with the text studied, its author, and the commentary

it is read with.

A minority of chapters within the set texts presuppose training beyond this stage and bear little upon daily practice. These are set aside here

and taken up in specialisation.

Level One

Level One opens the instrumental sciences and the foundations of each subject. Nothing here assumes prior

study.

NAḤW و حْ نَّ ال

LEVEL TEXT

ONE
Al-Ājurrūmiyyah
Ibn Ājurrūm · with Al-Tuḥfah al-Saniyyah, Muḥammad Muḥyī al-Dīn ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd

ة يَّ الآجُرّومِ

TWO
Al-Muqaddimah al-Azhariyyah
Khālid al-Azharī · with its standard commentary

يَّة  هَرِ زْ ةُ الأَ دِّمَ مُقَ ال

THREE
Qaṭr al-Nadā wa-Ball al-Ṣadā
Ibn Hishām al-Anṣārī · with the author’s own commentary

دَى بَلُّ الصَّ دَى وَ نَّ رُ ال  قَطْ

FOUR
Alfiyyat Ibn Mālik
Ibn Mālik · with Sharḥ Ibn ʿAqīl

بْن مَالك ةُ ا  يَّ فِ لْ  أَ
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THE  CURR ICULUM

ʿAQ Ī DAH قِيدَة عَ ال

LEVEL TEXT

ONE
Lumʿat al-Iʿtiqād
Ibn Qudāmah al-Maqdisī

تِقَاد اِعْ ةُ ال عَ لُمْ

TWO
Al-ʿAqīdah al-Ṭaḥāwiyyah
Al-Ṭaḥāwī · with Sharḥ Ibn Abī al-ʿIzz

يَّة  حَاوِ  ةُ الطَّ قِيدَ عَ ال

TWO
Al-ʿAqīdah al-Wāsiṭiyyah
Ibn Taymiyyah · with Sharḥ Muḥammad Khalīl Harrās

ة يَّ وَاسِطِ ةُ ال قِيدَ عَ ال

THREE
Al-Fatwā al-Ḥamawiyyah
Ibn Taymiyyah

يَّة  مَوِ حَ وَى ال تْ الفَ

THREE
Al-Risālah al-Tadmuriyyah
Ibn Taymiyyah

يَّة  مُرِ  دْ تَّ ةُ ال لَ ا رِّسَ ال

FOUR
Sharḥ al-ʿAqīdah al-Aṣfahāniyyah
Ibn Taymiyyah · his commentary upon the creed of al-Aṣfahānī

ة يَّ نِ هَا فَ صْ قِيدَةِ الأَ عَ شَرْحُ ال

6



THE  CURR ICULUM

TA F S Ī R ير فْسِ تَّ ال

LEVEL TEXT

ONE
Al-Tafsīr al-Muyassar
A committee of scholars

ر سَّ يَ مُ رُ ال ي فْسِ تَّ ال

ONE
Tafsīr Ibn Juzayy
Ibn Juzayy al-Kalbī

زَيّ بْنِ جُ رُ ا ي تَفْسِ

ONE
Al-Sirāj fī Gharīb al-Qurʾān
Muḥammad al-Khuḍayrī

رْآن فِي غَرِيبِ القُ سِّرَاجُ  ال

TWO
Zād al-Masīr SELECTED  SŪRAHS

Ibn al-Jawzī

ير مَسِ زَادُ ال

TWO
Tafsīr al-Qurʾān al-ʿAẓīm SELECTED  SŪRAHS

Ibn Kathīr

عَظِيم رْآنِ ال رُ القُ ي تَفْسِ

THREE
Jāmiʿ al-Bayān SELECTED  SŪRAHS

Al-Ṭabarī

يَان بَ جَامِعُ ال

FOUR
Al-Taḥrīr wa-l-Tanwīr SELECTED  SŪRAHS

Ibn ʿĀshūr

ير نْوِ  تَّ رُ وَال ي رِ حْ تَّ ال
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THE  CURR ICULUM

TH E  T E X T S  O F  TH E  S UNNAH ة نَّ  تُونُ السُّ مُ

LEVEL TEXT

ONE
Al-Arbaʿūn al-Nawawiyyah
Al-Nawawī · with Jāmiʿ al-ʿUlūm wa-l-Ḥikam, Ibn Rajab

يَّة  وَوِ  نَّ عُونَ ال بَ  رْ الأَ

TWO
ʿUmdat al-Aḥkām
ʿAbd al-Ghanī al-Maqdisī · with Taysīr al-ʿAllām, al-Bassām

حْكَام ةُ الأَ مْدَ عُ

THREE
Bulūgh al-Marām
Ibn Ḥajar al-ʿAsqalānī · with Subul al-Salām, al-Ṣanʿānī

رَام مَ لُوغُ ال بُ

FOUR
Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī SELECTED  CHAPTERS

Al-Bukhārī · with Fatḥ al-Bārī, Ibn Ḥajar

خَارِيّ بُ حِيحُ ال  صَ

TA JW Ī D  AND  AN  I N T RODUCT I ON  TO  TH E  Q I R Ā ʾĀT يد وِ جْ تَّ ال

LEVEL TEXT

ONE
Tuḥfat al-Aṭfāl
Sulaymān al-Jamzūrī · with Taḥqīq al-Manāl, Sulaymān al-Ḥarbī

فَال طْ ةُ الأَ حْفَ  تُ

TWO
Al-Muqaddimah al-Jazariyyah
Ibn al-Jazarī · with Sharḥ Ghānim Qadūrī al-Ḥamad

يَّة  زَرِ جَ ةُ ال دِّمَ مُقَ ال

THREE
Al-Riʿāyah li-Tajwīd al-Qirāʾah
Makkī b. Abī Ṭālib

ءَة رَا قِ يدِ ال وِ تَجْ لِ ةُ  يَ عَا رِّ ال

FOUR
Muqaddimāt fī ʿIlm al-Qirāʾāt
A committee of scholars

ءَات رَا قِ مِ ال لْ فِي عِ دِّمَاتُ  مُقَ
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THE  CURR ICULUM

S Ī R AH  AND  H I S TORY ارِيخ تَّ ةُ وَال رَ ي السِّ

LEVEL TEXT

ONE
Al-Sīrah al-Nabawiyyah
Studied in a full continuous reading

يَّة  بَوِ  نَّ ةُ ال رَ ي السِّ

TWO
Al-Bidāyah wa-l-Nihāyah SELECTED  PERIODS

Ibn Kathīr

يَة هَا نِّ ةُ وَال يَ بِدَا ال

THREE
The history of Islam and its scholars
With attention to the formation of the schools

FOUR
Al-Milal wa-l-Niḥal SELECTED  SECTIONS

Al-Shahrastānī

نِّحَل لَلُ وَال مِ ال

The sects are studied as an object of examination, not as positions held.

TAR B I YAH  AND  TA Z K I YAH يَة زْكِ تَّ ةُ وَال يَ بِ  رْ تَّ ال

LEVEL TEXT

THROUGHOUT
Ḥilyat Ṭālib al-ʿIlm SELECTED  SECTIONS

Bakr Abū Zayd

لْم عِ لِبِ ال ا ةُ طَ يَ لْ  حِ

THROUGHOUT
Al-Wābil al-Ṣayyib SELECTED  SECTIONS

Ibn al-Qayyim

يِّب  بِلُ الصَّ وَا ال

THROUGHOUT
Al-Dāʾ wa-l-Dawāʾ SELECTED  SECTIONS

Ibn al-Qayyim

وَاء ءُ وَالدَّ ا الدَّ

THROUGHOUT
Al-ʿUbūdiyyah SELECTED  SECTIONS

Ibn Taymiyyah

يَّة بُودِ عُ ال

This runs beside the academic work from the first day to the last.

Fiqh at Level One is taken from the ladder of the student’s own school, given after the general sciences. The

Arabic-for-non-native-speakers strand also begins here.
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THE  CURR ICULUM

Levels Two, Three and Four

The sciences below enter later, at the level shown, once students have the instruments they require.

ṢAR F رْف الصَّ

LEVEL TEXT

TWO
Al-Taṣrīf al-ʿIzzī
Al-ʿIzz al-Zanjānī · with Sharḥ al-Taftāzānī

زِّي عِ يفُ ال صْرِ تَّ ال

THREE
Al-Ṣarf al-Ṣaghīr غِير  رْفُ الصَّ الصَّ

FOUR
Shadhā al-ʿArf fī Fann al-Ṣarf
Aḥmad al-Ḥamlāwī

رْف نِّ الصَّ فَ فِي  عَرْفِ  ذَا ال شَ

FOUR
The closing chapters of the Alfiyyah
Ibn Mālik · with Sharḥ Ibn ʿAqīl

بْن مَالك ةِ ا يَّ فِ لْ  رُ أَ وَاخِ أَ

U ṢŪ L  A L - F I QH فِقْه صُولُ ال أُ

LEVEL TEXT

TWO
Al-Waraqāt
Imām al-Ḥaramayn al-Juwaynī · with Sharḥ al-Jalāl al-Maḥallī

قَات وَرَ ال

THREE
Al-Lumaʿ fī Uṣūl al-Fiqh
Abū Isḥāq al-Shīrāzī · with the author’s own commentary

فِقْه صُولِ ال فِي أُ مَعُ   لُّ ال

FOUR
The advanced text of the school
Shāfiʿī: Jamʿ al-Jawāmiʿ · Ḥanbalī: Rawḍat al-Nāẓir · Mālikī: Mukhtaṣar Ibn al-Ḥājib ·

Ḥanafī: Al-Manār · with the commentary relied upon in that school

From Level Four the ladder follows the school, because the schools differ in method and not only in conclusion.
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THE  CURR ICULUM

ʿU LŪM  A L - ḤAD Ī TH حَدِيث لُومُ ال عُ

LEVEL TEXT

ONE
Al-Tadhkirah fī ʿUlūm al-Ḥadīth
Ibn al-Mulaqqin

حَدِيث لُومِ ال عُ فِي  ةُ  رَ ذْكِ تَّ ال

TWO
Nukhbat al-Fikar
Ibn Ḥajar al-ʿAsqalānī · with Al-Qawl al-Mukhtaṣar fī Tawḍīḥ Nukhbat al-Fikar

كَر فِ ةُ ال بَ خْ  نُ

THREE
Al-Mūqiẓah
Al-Dhahabī

قِظَة مُو ال

FOUR
Muqaddimat Ibn al-Ṣalāḥ
Ibn al-Ṣalāḥ

لَاح  بْنِ الصَّ ةُ ا دِّمَ مُقَ

Takhrīj and an introduction to ʿilal are taken as practical work alongside Level Four.

B A L ĀGHAH غَة بَلا ال

LEVEL TEXT

TWO
Al-Balāghah
From the series al-ʿArabiyyah fī Thawbihā al-Jadīd

غَة بَلا ال

The three arts of maʿānī, bayān and badīʿ are taken together from this one series.

A L - QAWĀ ʿ I D  A L - F I QH I Y YAH ة يَّ هِ فِقْ وَاعِدُ ال القَ

LEVEL TEXT

TWO
Manẓūmat al-Qawāʿid al-Fiqhiyyah
Al-Saʿdī · with the author’s own commentary

ة يَّ هِ فِقْ وَاعِدِ ال ةُ القَ نْظُومَ مَ

THREE
Al-Wajīz fī Īḍāḥ Qawāʿid al-Fiqh al-Kulliyyah
Muḥammad Ṣidqī al-Būrnū

هِ  فِقْ وَاعِدِ ال قَ احِ  يضَ فِي إِ زُ  وَجِي ال
ة يَّ لِّ  الكُ

FOUR
Al-Ashbāh wa-l-Naẓāʾir
Of the student’s own school · Al-Subkī for the Shāfiʿī, Ibn Nujaym for the Ḥanafī

ئِر ظَا نَّ هُ وَال بَا  شْ الأَ
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THE  CURR ICULUM

ʿU LŪM  A L - QUR ʾĀN  AND  U ṢŪ L  A L -TA F S Ī R ير فْسِ تَّ صُولُ ال رْآنِ وَأُ لُومُ القُ عُ

LEVEL TEXT

TWO
Madkhal ilā al-Taʿrīf bi-l-Muṣḥaf al-Sharīf
Ḥāzim Saʿīd Ḥaydar

حَفِ مُصْ بِال يفِ  عْرِ تَّ لَى ال  مَدْخَلٌ إِ
يف رِ شَّ ال

THREE
Muqaddimah fī Uṣūl al-Tafsīr
Ibn Taymiyyah

ير فْسِ تَّ صُولِ ال فِي أُ ةٌ  دِّمَ مُقَ

FOUR
Al-Itqān fī ʿUlūm al-Qurʾān SELECTED  CHAPTERS

Al-Suyūṭī

رْآن لُومِ القُ عُ فِي  تْقَانُ   الإِ

LOG I C  AND  D I S P U TAT I ON جَدَل نْطِقُ وَال مَ ال

LEVEL TEXT

TWO
Sound reasoning and its corruptions
Taught before formal logic, so that defective inference is recognised before it is formally

treated

THREE
Al-Sullam al-Munawraq
Al-Akhḍarī · with Sharḥ al-Damanhūrī

نَوْرَق مُ مُ ال لَّ  السُّ

FOUR
Ādāb al-Baḥth wa-l-Munāẓarah
Al-Shinqīṭī

رَة  نَاظَ مُ ثِ وَال بَحْ آدَابُ ال

MAQĀ Ṣ I D  A L - S H AR Ī ʿAH عَة ي رِ شَّ دُ ال مَقَاصِ

LEVEL TEXT

THREE
Al-Mukhtaṣar al-Wajīz fī Maqāṣid al-Tashrīʿ
ʿAwaḍ al-Qarnī

يع شْرِ تَّ دِ ال فِي مَقَاصِ زُ  وَجِي صَرُ ال تَ خْ مُ ال

FOUR
Mukhtaṣar Maqāṣid al-Sharīʿah عَة ي رِ شَّ دِ ال صَرُ مَقَاصِ تَ خْ مُ
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THE  FOUR  S CHOOL S

TH E  S C I E NC E S  O F  TH E  L ANGUAG E ,  COMP L E T ED غَة  لُّ لُومُ ال عُ

LEVEL TEXT

THREE
Al-Kāfī fī al-ʿArūḍ wa-l-Qawāfī
Al-Tibrīzī

فِي وَا رُوضِ وَالقَ عَ فِي ال فِي  الكَا

FOUR
Fiqh al-Lughah
Al-Thaʿālibī

غَة  لُّ هُ ال  فِقْ

FOUR
Al-Adab al-ʿArabī
Selected classical prose and poetry, read for expression

بِيّ رَ عَ دَبُ ال الأَ

The Four Schools

Students choose one school on entry and follow its ladder for the whole programme. Each ladder gives the branches of

fiqh from beginning to end.

The Institute maintains four separate ladders, one for each school, each supervised by scholars formed in that school. A

student may change school later, provided she passes the assessments of the school in which she graduates.

TH E  ḤANA F Ī  L ADD ER نَفِيّ حَ هُ ال فِقْ ال

LEVEL TEXT

ONE
Nūr al-Īḍāḥ
Al-Shurunbulālī · with Imdād al-Fattāḥ, the author’s own

اح يضَ رُ الإِ نُو

TWO
Mukhtaṣar al-Qudūrī
Al-Qudūrī · with Al-Lubāb, al-Maydānī

صَرُ القُدُورِيّ تَ خْ مُ

THREE
Kanz al-Daqāʾiq
Abū al-Barakāt al-Nasafī

ئِق قَا  زُ الدَّ نْ  كَ

FOUR
Al-Hidāyah SELECTED  CHAPTERS

Al-Marghīnānī · with Fatḥ al-Qadīr, Ibn al-Humām

يَة هِدَا ال

Read alongside: Naṣb al-Rāyah of al-Zaylaʿī in selected chapters, and al-Muwaṭṭaʾ of Imām Mālik in the riwāyah of Muḥammad b. al-

Ḥasan al-Shaybānī.
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THE  FOUR  S CHOOL S

TH E  MĀL I K Ī  L ADD ER مَالِكِيّ هُ ال  فِقْ ال

LEVEL TEXT

ONE
Al-Murshid al-Muʿīn
Ibn ʿĀshir · with Mukhtaṣar al-Durr al-Thamīn Sharḥ al-Murshid al-Muʿīn, Mayyārah

Edition: Dār al-Rashād al-Ḥadīthah / Wizārat al-Awqāf, Morocco

عِين مُ رْشِدُ ال مُ ال

TWO
Ashal al-Masālik fī Madhhab al-Imām Mālik
Abū Bakr b. Ḥasan al-Kashnāwī

Edition: Dār Ibn Ḥazm · ed. ʿImād al-Dīn Miḥrāz

لِك مَسَا سْهَلُ ال أَ

THREE
Al-Risālah
Ibn Abī Zayd al-Qayrawānī · with Al-Fawākih al-Dawānī, al-Nafrāwī

Edition: Al-Dār al-Mālikiyyah · ed. ʿUmar al-Jaylānī

لَة ا رِّسَ ال

FOUR
Mukhtaṣar Khalīl SELECTED  CHAPTERS

Khalīl b. Isḥāq · with Al-Sharḥ al-Kabīr ʿalā Mukhtaṣar Khalīl, al-Dardīr

Editions: matn, Dār al-Madār al-Islāmī / Dār al-Miʿrāj · sharḥ, ʿĪsā al-Bābī al-Ḥalabī

لِيل صَرُ خَ تَ خْ مُ

TH E  S H Ā F I ʿ Ī  L ADD ER فِعِيّ ا هُ الشَّ فِقْ ال

LEVEL TEXT

ONE
Mukhtaṣar Abī Shujāʿ
Abū Shujāʿ · with Fatḥ al-Qarīb, Ibn Qāsim al-Ghazzī

قْرِيب تَّ يَةِ وَال غَا تْنُ ال مَ

TWO
Matn al-Zubad MEMORISATION  ·  OPTIONAL

Ibn Raslān · Memorisation begins at this level for those who opt in. It is not required, but

it is advised.

بَد  زُّ ال

THREE
ʿUmdat al-Sālik wa-ʿUddat al-Nāsik
Ibn al-Naqīb al-Miṣrī · with Fayḍ al-Ilāh al-Mālik

اسِك نَّ ةُ ال  عُدَّ لِك وَ ا ةُ السَّ مْدَ عُ

FOUR
Minhāj al-Ṭālibīn SELECTED  CHAPTERS

Al-Nawawī · with Kanz al-Rāghibīn, al-Maḥallī · and an introduction to Tuḥfat al-Muḥtāj

of Ibn Ḥajar al-Haytamī and Nihāyat al-Muḥtāj of al-Ramlī

بِين لِ ا هَاجُ الطَّ مِنْ
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A S S E S SMENT

TH E  ḤANBA L Ī  L ADD ER لِيّ بَ نْ حَ هُ ال فِقْ ال

LEVEL TEXT

ONE
Bidāyat al-ʿĀbid wa-Kifāyat al-Zāhid
ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Baʿlī

اهِد زَّ ةُ ال يَ بِدِ وَكِفَا عَا ةُ ال يَ بِدَا

TWO
Akhṣar al-Mukhtaṣarāt
Ibn Balbān · with Kashf al-Mukhabbāt, al-Baʿlī

Editions: Dār Rakāʾiz · ed. ʿAbd al-ʿAzīz al-Ibdān and Anas al-Yatāmā · the earlier ḥawāshī,

Aḥmad al-Quaymī, Asfār, Kuwait

صَرَات تَ خْ مُ صَرُ ال  خْ أَ

THREE
Zād al-Mustaqniʿ fī Ikhtiṣār al-Muqniʿ
Al-Ḥajjāwī · with Al-Taʿlīq al-Muqniʿ ʿalā Zād al-Mustaqniʿ, Manṣūr al-Ṣaqʿūb

Editions: matn, Mutūn Ṭālib al-ʿIlm · ed. ʿAbd al-Muḥsin al-Qāsim · taʿlīq, Dār al-ʿAqīdah

نِع  تَقْ  مُسْ زَادُ ال

FOUR
Al-Rawḍ al-Murbiʿ Sharḥ Zād al-Mustaqniʿ
Al-Buhūtī

Edition: Dār Aṭlas al-Khaḍrāʾ · Iثrā al-Mutūn, ed. Aḥmad al-Jammāz

بِع رْ مُ وْضُ ال رَّ ال

The final year

In the final year students continue with their ongoing texts and take, alongside them, a mukhtaṣar in al-khilāf al-

ʿālī. The object is accurate research: to identify each school’s authoritative works, read its terminology correctly,

establish what it holds on a question, separate that from internal dissent within it, and attribute it properly.

Graduates are formed in one school and competent to research the other three. That distinction is stated on the certificate.

Assessment

Every science is assessed against the same seven criteria, drawn from the method of study the programme teaches.

CR ITER ION WHAT  I S  BE ING  JUDGED

Taṣawwur ر وُّ صَ تَّ ال The question is conceived correctly before anything is said about it.

Tadarruj ج دَرُّ تَّ ال The clear questions are secured before the difficult ones are attempted.

Tarsīkh رْسِيخ تَّ ال The understanding holds when a doubt is raised against it.

Taṭbīq بِيق  طْ تَّ ال The rule is applied to fresh examples.

Rabṭ بْط  رَّ ال The science is connected to the others it serves.

Istishhād تِشْهَاد  الاسْ Claims are supported by authority, accurately attributed.

Taʿbīr بِير عْ تَّ ال The material is expressed in the student’s own words.

15



THE  AWARD

Standards

REQU IREMENT STANDARD

Pass mark Seventy-five per cent overall.

Progression Each level must be completed before the next opens.

Authorship All work must be the student’s own. Assistive tools may be used to correct

written English. They may not be used to generate ideas, arguments, structure,

translation or content.

The Award

The ʿĀlimiyyah Diploma certifies attainment at the station of al-tabaṣṣur, formation within one school,

and the capacity to research independently in the primary sources.

It carries a licence to teach the sciences completed, at the levels completed. The transcript records the level

reached in each science, so the scope of that licence is verifiable by anyone who asks. It does not license the

holder to issue fatwā.

What may be added to it

ADDIT IONAL  CERT I F ICAT ION REQU IREMENT

Ijāzah in the mutūn Mastery of the text with its commentary, and observed teaching of it. Issued text

by text.

Qurʾān Teacher’s Licence Opens in the second year. An extended tajwīd strand with supervised teaching

practice and an observed assessment.

Ijāzah in the complete Qurʾān Full memorisation of the Qurʾān, then its complete recitation to a named

muqriʾah who holds a connected chain. From memory. Places are limited.

Each is issued and recorded separately, and none is implied by the diploma.

Recognition

The Institute is accredited by the Ministry of Endowments and Islamic Affairs to confer this qualification in

Hargeisa.
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AFTERWARDS :  THE  PROGR AMME  I N  I F TĀ ʾ

Afterwards: The Programme in Iftāʾ

Five years for the ʿĀlimiyyah Diploma; then, for those who intend to give fatwā, two years more.

The Programme in Iftāʾ is entered by those who hold the diploma. It is the takhaṣṣuṣ the ʿĀlimiyyah has been

preparing students for, and its object is a faculty formed by practice.

Its centre is a daily clinic. Students work through the chapters of fiqh from the beginning, and every teaching day

they answer five researched questions. Each is investigated in the authoritative literature of their own school, the

position the school holds is established, the sources are cited, and a full written fatwā is produced. Every one is

corrected by a qualified scholar. This is done five days a week, for two years.

Everything produced is kept: the question, the first answer, the sources consulted, the supervisor’s corrections, the

revised answer. The board reviews that record across the two years, so that what is certified at the end is a

demonstrated progression.

Alongside the clinic students study the advanced areas of their school: how its position is established where its

authorities differ, how a branch is derived upon its principles where the imām never addressed it, the terminology

by which the school marks the strength of a ruling, the formal conduct of juristic argument, and the recorded

disagreements between the schools. The conduct and manners of the muftī are taken as a discipline in their own

right, and students work on questions the earlier scholars never faced.

The programme ends before a board of senior scholars: unseen cases, oral questioning, timed research under

observation, and the defence of selected work from the student’s own record.

What is conferred is stated precisely: muftī within the named school, below the degree of mujtahid al-

tarjīḥ, with demonstrated competence in researching and accurately transmitting the relied-upon

positions of the four Sunnī schools. The school is always named.

Admission

Entry to the Programme in Iftāʾ is by the ʿĀlimiyyah Diploma. Exceptions are made for students whom the

Institute has examined and found competent to undertake the work, and such exceptions are expected to be rare.

Our Board of Education reviews the curriculum and may substitute a set text, its commentary or its edition where a sounder one is identified.

Any substitution is recorded and does not alter what the award certifies.

17


