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MINISTRY OF ENDOWMENTS AND ISLAMIC AFFAIRS

Accreditation

“The Ministry of Endowments and Islamic Affairs affirms that the Muallimah Institute is a pioneering
educational institution in the teaching of Islamic sciences and the preparation of female teachers. Its academic
curriculum has been carefully developed by a distinguished group of qualified scholars and educators, meeting the

highest standards of academic and educational excellence.

The curriculum includes the Holy Quran, the Arabic Language, and Islamic sciences, while also providing
comprehensive academic and pedagogical training. This enables graduates to educate women and children and serve

Muslim communities both within the country and abroad.

Accordingly, the Ministry of Endowments and Islamic Affairs grants the Muallimab Institute official accreditation
to offer its approved educational programs and to issue Islamic vocational diplomas and Islamic certificates to

students who successfully complete the required course of study and pass the assessments.

This accreditation is granted in recognition of the Institute’s valuable contribution to spreading authentic Islamic
knowledge, preparing qualified female teachers, and strengthening Islamic education according to a sound and well-

established scholarly methodology.”

ISSUING AUTHORITY Ministry of Religion and Endowments, Hargeisa

REFERENCE Tix: JSL/WDA/XW
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THE PROGRAMME

The Programme

A five-year course of stucly in the Islamic sciences, tanght from the classical texts of the tradition. It carries students

from the beginning of each science to the point at which they can open a book in it and understand it for themselves.

What a graduate becomes

Three capacities are formed, and they ascend.

She is a naqjilah «sU. She transmits accurately, reporting what the scholars held without distortion, and she knows

the difference between what a school holds and what one of its scholars once said.

ia
She possesses tabassur 221, She knows the recognised positions in each science she has studied; and in those
sciences where a student is expected to know the proofs, figh above all and the sciences that serve it, she knows the

evidence upon which each position rests, so that a position she holds is a position whose proof she can name.

And she is a bahithah 74:€>-L: By the close of the programme she has completed a substantial body of written

assignments and holds the principles by which a question is investigated. She can take a subject in the Islamic

[

sciences, work through the primary sources, and produce research on it. This qualifies her for takhassus 225\,

specialisation, and the specialisation the Institute currently offers is the Programme in Ifta.

How the study is ordered

Every science advances together, in levels. A level is a horizontal band running across the whole curriculum at

once.

At Level One students take the first book of nahw, the first book of figh in their school, the first book of ‘agidah,
the first book of hadith, and so on. When Level One is complete in every science they return to the beginning and

take Level Two of each, in the same order.

Students meet every science early, so they understand from the first year how each serves the others, and they

return to each science carrying the instruments the previous level gave them.

Some sciences begin at Level One and run to the end. Others enter later, at the point at which students are

equipped for them. The tables show where each one starts.

The final year is given to consolidation within the school, together with a mukhtasar in al-khilaf al-3li ;;/BU-'\

S, the higher disagreement, studied alongside the student’s continuing texts.
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HOW THE PROGRAMME IS DELIVERED

The two routes

ROUTE DURATION RECOMMENDED DAILY STUDY
Full time Five years Three to five hours a day.
Part time Seven years One and a half to two hours a day.

Both routes cover the identical curriculum and lead to the identical award. Students who fall behind on the full-

time route may move onto the part-time route and keep their place.

How the Programme Is Delivered

Lessons are recorded. Sisters have enrolled from across the world and across many time zones, so every student

studies at the hour that suits her, at the pace her circumstances allow.

Every student is assigned a personal academic instructor who oversees her progress. Questions are submitted

through the student portal and answered every week.

‘What students need

ITEM DETAIL

Language The programme is taught in English throughout. Every set text is supplied with

an English translation alongside the Arabic.

Books All texts are provided as PDFs.

Equipment A phone is sufficient. A laptop is advised.

Arabic on entry None is assumed. See below.

Start The programme begins on the thirtieth of September.
Arabic

The programme carries two Arabic strands.

S e S od - Sod
The classical sciences of the language %&3Uly 2 ally o=l are studied as sciences in their own right, from their

own mutin, in the same graded way as figh or hadith. This is what allows students to read a commentary

unaided.

Arabic for non-native speakers runs alongside it, building vocabulary, reading, comprehension and the practical
ability to work with an Arabic page. Students who begin with no Arabic are carried by this strand while the

classical sciences build underneath it.




THE CURRICULUM

The preparatory stage

Every student takes a short preparatory course before the curriculum opens. It teaches the two methods of study
used throughout the programme, the discipline that sustained students of knowledge before us, and the reasons
students of knowledge fail to reach what they set out for. It is assessed by a written summary and a reading

examination.

The Curriculum

The complete ladder follows. Each science is given level by level, with the text studied, its author, and the commentary

it is read with.

A minority of chapters within the st texts presuppose training beyond this stage and bear little upon daily practice. These are set aside here

and taken up in specialisation.

Level One

Level One opens the instrumental sciences and the foundations of each subject. Nothing here assumes prior

study.

NAHW ?J\

LEVEL TEXT

ONE e e
Al-Ajurramiyyah Loy Y
Ibn Ajurriim - with Al-Tuhfah al-Saniyyah, Muhammad Muhyt al-Din ‘Abd al-Hamid g

TWO ) ) Bk Gous
Al-Mugqaddimah al-Azhariyyah 4 a5 deudl
Khalid al-Azhari - with its standard commentary i g

THREE _ _ e be. i sz
Qatr al-Nada wa-Ball al-Sada EEV I TR
Ibn Hisham al-Ansari - with the author’s own commentary

FOUR ) ;e s
Alfiyyat Ibn Milik Al o) )

Ibn Malik - with Sharh Ibn ‘Aqil
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THE CURRICULUM

‘AQIDAH 5.2l

LEVEL TEXT

ONE . . Lo 2o
Lum‘t al-I'tigad slze V) ad
Ibn Qudiamah al-Maqdisi o

TWO o . R P
Al-“Agidah al-Tahawiyyah 4 glocha)) 524
Al-Tahawi - with Sharh Ibn Abi al-Tzz g -

TWO - . 2 R
Al-"Aqidah al-Wasitiyyah ol j)\ 52!
Ibn Taymiyyah - with Sharh Muhammad Khalil Harras e g

THREE . - o
Al-Fatwi al-Hamawiyyah ]
Ibn Taymiyyah

THREE @ Sod S cw
Al-Risalah al-Tadmuriyyah 4l Al )l
Ibn Taymiyyah i -

FOUR g /' ° P 2o

Sharh al-‘Aqidah al-Asfahaniyyah
Ibn Taymiyyah - his commentary upon the creed of al-Asfahani




THE CURRICULUM

TAFSIR st

LEVEL TEXT

ONE - a2 s od
Al-Tafsir al-Muyassar ot )
A committee of scholars g

ONE wor e e
Tafsir Ibn Juzayy S O s
Ibn Juzayy al-Kalbi ) . .

ONE . , T 7oL
Al-Sir3j f1 Gharib al-Quran oLdl g 8 C\ | ~dl
Muhammad al-Khudayri o g

TWO } _ s
Zad al-Masir | seLecTED sORAHS | ] 30
Ibn al-Jawzi -

TWO ) V- o - R e
Tafsir al-Qurdn al-‘Azim | SELECTED SURAHS | Q\J‘ﬂ\ S
Ibn Kathir - -

THREE 3 _ L
Jami‘al-Bayan | serectep surams | oWl cpla
Al-Tabari -

FOUR 0w o S

Al-Tahrir wa-l-Tanwir | seLECTED sURAHS |
Ibn ‘Ashar




THE CURRICULUM

ad s s

THE TEXTS OF THE SUNNAH 2.l 04

LEVEL TEXT

ONE . . G s o s
Al-Arba‘an al-Nawawiyyah &y );H Osm Y
Al-Nawawi - with Jami* al-Ulam wa-l-Hikam, Ibn Rajab -

TWO ( _ -0 % :/5}

Umdat al-Ahkiam (-Kp Yl sas

‘Abd al-Ghani al-Maqdisi - with Taysir al-‘Allam, al-Bassim

THREE ST
Bulagh al-Maram r\ A C}L
Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani - with Subul al-Salam, al-San‘ani

FOUR _ o P
Sahth al-Bukhari | secectep cnapters ol Cf.’
Al-Bukhari - with Fath al-Bari, Ibn Hajar . .

TAJWID AND AN INTRODUCTION TO THE QIRA’AT u\.:.?v;‘.”

LEVEL TEXT

ONE AN TR
Tuhfat al-Atfal Jlb Yl wad
Sulaymin al-Jamzari - with Tahqiq al-Manal, Sulayman al-Harbi

TWO ) ) B Gous
Al-Muqaddimah al-Jazariyyah 4 o] dedal)
Ibn al-Jazari - with Sharh Ghanim Qaduri al-Hamad g .

THREE e e o I o
Al-Rif%yah li-Tajwid al-Qirzah sl ,dl e Ble )
Makki b. Abi Talib o

FOUR . L TR T SPPY
Mugaddimat f1 Ilm al-Qira’at A Al &c 3 Sledzs

A committee of scholars




THE CURRICULUM

& o Pw
SIRAH AND HISTORY '@Lﬂ\j Sjy:.i\

LEVEL TEXT

ONE . . G5 w
Al-Sirah al-Nabawiyyah s 5x) 8 ]
Studied in a full continuous reading - -

TWO o o R
Al-Bidayah wa--Nihayah | serecren perions Ll dly Ll
Ibn Kathir - .

THREE

The history of Islam and its scholars

With attention to the formation of the schools

FOUR ) ) P
Al-Milal wa--Nihal | seLectep secTions ‘_}acjb Jﬂ\
Al-Shahrastani g g
The sects are studied as an object of examination, not as positions beld.
s o - P oo
TARBIYAH AND TAZKIYAH 457y i
LEVEL TEXT
THROUGHOUT ;.. . B ° - :/e
Hilyat Talib al-Tlm | sececrep secrions | I I
Bakr Aba Zayd . o .
THROUGHOUT wa 2
Al-Wabil al-Sayyib | seLecTED sEcTIONS | x| J.a\}”
Ibn al-Qayyim - -
THROUGHOUT @
Al-DZ wa-l-DawZ | scLecTED sECTIONS | ¢ally 2100
Ibn al-Qayyim
THROUGHOUT . e
Al-“Ubuadiyyah | secectep secTions | 3 J}:’J\
Ibn Taymiyyah -

This runs beside the academic work from the first day to the last.

Figh at Level One is taken from the ladder of the student’s own school, given after the general sciences. The

Arabic-for-non-native-speakers strand also begins here.




THE CURRICULUM

Levels Two, Three and Four

The sciences below enter later, at the level shown, once students have the instruments they require.

SARF J;;J\

LEVEL TEXT

TWO w s o &
Al-Tasrif al-Tzzi A Cu
Al-Tzz al-Zanjani - with Sharh al-Taftazani T -

THREE T
Al-Sarf al-Saghir a0 L

FOUR e g LeE e e
Shadha al-‘Arf fi Fann al-Sarf S V| I N PR N
Ahmad al-Hamlawi oo

FOUR . P '&'oz s
The closing chapters of the Alfiyyah e o) adl 20l
Ibn Malik - with Sharh Ibn ‘Aqil 7

N s s

USUL AL-FIQH  4adl J,0

LEVEL TEXT

TWO A
Al-Waragat oy )
Imam al-Haramayn al-Juwayni - with Sharh al-Jalal al-Mahallt

THREE : re o, a4
Al-Luma‘ fi Usal al-Figh adl J PE C\J\
Abt Ishaq al-Shirazi - with the author’s own commentary -7 -

FOUR

The advanced text of the school
Shafi: Jam® al-Jawimi' - Hanbali: Rawdat al-Nazir - Maliki: Mukhtasar Ibn al-Hajib -
Hanafi: Al-Manir - with the commentary relied upon in that school

From Level Four the ladder follows the school, because the schools differ in method and not only in conclusion.

10




THE CURRICULUM

- s S5

‘ULUM AL-HADITH Il ek

LEVEL TEXT
ONE . S _ -
Al-Tadhkirah f1‘Ulam al-Hadith
Ibn al-Mulaqgin
TWO .
Nukhbat al-Fikar
Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani - with Al-Qawl al-Mukhtasar f1 Tawdih Nukhbat al-Fikar
THREE
Al-Magqizah
Al-Dhahabi
FOUR . ~
Mugaddimat Ibn al-$alih

Ibn al-Salah

ikl e § i35

- Srol

felket
s 2
ks Ll

o SowS

Csllj\ o) s

Takbrij and an introduction to ilal are taken as practical work alongside Level Four.

BALAGHAH 5

LEVEL TEXT

TWO

Al-Balaghah
From the series al-‘Arabiyyah fi Thawbiha al-Jadid

@5l

The three arts of ma ani, bayan and badi*are taken together from this one series.

@ o S
AL-QAWAID AL-FIQHIYYAH  “dgadl el dl

LEVEL TEXT
TWO _ i _—
Manzamat al-Qawiaid al-Fighiyyah

Al-Sa'di - with the author’s own commentary

THREE

Al-Wajiz £11dah Qawaid al-Figh al-Kulliyyah
Muhammad $idqi al-Barna

FOUR

Al-Ashbah wa-I-Naz2'ir
Of the student’s own school - Al-Subki for the Shafi, Ibn Nujaym for the Hanafi

tgad) o)) e ke

(il 2 ) 3 )
s e ]
iy

-

LG o S0k
BV PRANAY
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THE CURRICULUM

& S Sir s 5 55
“ULUM AL-QUR’AN AND USUL AL-TAFSIR el Jonly O (:j\p

LEVEL TEXT

TWO

Madkhal il al-Ta‘rif bi-I-Mushaf al-Sharif
Hazim Sa‘id Haydar

THREE

Mugaddimah fi Usal al-Tafsir
Ibn Taymiyyah

FOUR A >
Al-Itgan fi‘Ulam al-Quran | SELECTED CHAPTERS

Al-Suyati

Sl § 5
)

z

§ .

@ N §owos

- -

A el 3 OlsY)

2 P
LOGIC AND DISPUTATION  Judly shill

LEVEL TEXT

TWO . . s
Sound reasoning and its corruptlons

Taught before formal logic, so that defective inference is recognised before it is formally

treated
THREE
Al-Sullam al-Munawraq
Al-Akhdari - with Sharh al-Damanhiri
FOUR

Adib al-Bahth wa-I-Munizarah
Al-Shingjti

Lo 3Gk

Gyl Al

5 B, O] N

- @ 2 o
MAQASID AL-SHARI‘AH s 2l uslis

LEVEL TEXT

THREE

Al-Mukhtasar al-Wajiz f1 Maqsid al-Tashri‘
‘Awad al-Qarni

FOUR

Mukhtasar Magasid al-Shari‘ah

o e 2 P

é;:fd\ :\,fb"u L}/;ﬁ»})\ﬁz's&\

s B 08

a;j&\.\,ém,ﬁ:;
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THE FOUR SCHOOLS

S s s

THE SCIENCES OF THE LANGUAGE, COMPLETED &l ol

LEVEL

THREE

FOUR

FOUR

TEXT

Al-Kafi f1al-‘Artad wa-l-QawafT
Al-Tibrizi

Figh al-Lughah
Al-Tha%libi

Al-Adab al-‘Arabi

Selected classical prose and poetry, read for expression

S Lzl 3 BRI

The Four Schools

Students choose one school on entry and follow its ladder for the whole programme. Each ladder gives the branches of

figh from beginning to end.

The Institute maintains four separate ladders, one for each school, each supervised by scholars formed in that school. A

student may change school later, provided she passes the assessments of the school in which she graduates.

w

S
THE HANAFI LADDER 2| <zl

LEVEL

ONE

TWO

THREE

FOUR

TEXT

Nar al-Idih

Al-Shurunbulali - with Imdad al-Fattih, the author’s own

Mukhtasar al-Qudiiri
Al-Qudari - with Al-Lubab, al-Maydani

Kanz al-Daq?’iq
Abi al-Barakat al-Nasafi

Al’Hldiyah | SELECTED CHAPTERS |
Al-Marghinani - with Fath al-Qadir, Ibn al- Humim

Read alongside: Nasb al-Rayah of al-Zaylai in selected chapters, and al-Muwatta’ of Imam Malik in the riwayah of Mubammad b. al-

Hasan al-Shaybani.
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THE FOUR SCHOOLS

w s Fo
THE MALIKI LADDER  SOUI azdll

r

LEVEL

ONE

TWO

THREE

FOUR

TEXT

Al-Murshid al-Mu‘in
Ibn ‘Ashir - with Mukhtasar al-Durr al-Thamin Sharh al-Murshid al-Mu‘in, Mayyarah
Edition: Dar al-Rashad al-Hadithah / Wizarat al-Awqaf, Morocco

Ashal al-Masilik fi Madhhab al-Imam Mailik
Abt Bakr b. Hasan al-Kashnawi
Edition: Dar Ibn Hazm - ed. ‘Imad al-Din Mibraz

Al-Risalah
Ibn Abi Zayd al-Qayrawani - with Al-Fawikih al-Dawani, al-Nafrawi
Edition: Al-Dar al-Malikiyyah - ed. ‘Umar al-Jaylini

Mukhtasar Khalil | sececten craprers

Khalil b. Ishaq - with Al-Sharh al-Kabir ala Mukhtasar Khalil, al-Dardir
Editions: matn, Dir al-Madar al-Islami / Dar al-Mi'rij - sharb, Tsi al-Babi al-Halabi

S el

ol 221

-

P Y

LD Jeo

w

@ 2o
THE SHAFI‘'T LADDER  _sslzll azdl)

r g

LEVEL

ONE

TWO

THREE

FOUR

TEXT

Mukhtasar Abi Shuji‘
Abt Shuja‘ - with Fath al-Qarib, Ibn Qasim al-Ghazzi

Matn al-Zubad | MEMORISATION - OPTIONAL

Ibn Raslan - Memorisation begins at this level for those who opt in. It is not required, but

it is advised.

‘Umdat al-Salik wa-‘Uddat al-Nasik
Ibn al-Nagqjib al-Misri - with Fayd al-Ilah al-Malik

Minh3j al-Talibin | secectep cuapTers |

Al-Nawawi - with Kanz al-Raghibin, al-Mahalli - and an introduction to Tuhfat al-Muht3j

of Ibn Hajar al-Haytami and Nihayat al-Muht3j of al-Ramli

Sl 3aey AL 308

% o oo So -
o

o2y AR e
)

Sl

) e
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ASSESSMENT

woo 3

THE HANBALT LADDER  L:d| 4ad

LEVEL TEXT

ONE o e o . N o
Bidayat al-‘Abid wa-Kifayat al-Zihid a1 LSy ) Al
‘Abd al-Rahmin al-Bali - - -

TWO PP NS I
Akhsar al-Mukhtasarat ol I\a:é\ j.as-\
Ibn Balban - with Kashf al-Mukhabbat, al-Ba‘li
Editions: Dar Raka’iz - ed. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Ibdan and Anas al-Yatama - the carlier hawashi,
Abmad al-Quaymi, Asfar, Kuwait

THREE ) o o . st 3o
Zad al-Mustaqni* {1 Ikhtisar al-Muqni ) sy
Al-Hajjawi - with Al-Taliq al-Muqni* ala Zad al-Mustaqni‘, Mansar al-Saq‘ab g
Editions: matn, Mutan Talib al-Ilm - ed. ‘Abd al-Mubsin al-Qdsim - ta'liq, Dar al-‘Aqidah

FOUR . ) y o s
Al-Rawd al-Murbi‘ Sharh Zad al-Mustaqni = A2
Al-Buhiit -
Edition: Dar Atlas al-Khadra’- I&ora al-Mutin, ed. Abmad al-Jammaz

The final year

In the final year students continue with their ongoing texts and take, alongside them, a mukhtasar in al-khilaf al-

ali. The object is accurate research: to identify each school’s authoritative works, read its terminology correctly,

establish what it holds on a question, separate that from internal dissent within it, and attribute it properly.

‘ Graduates are formed in one school and competent to research the other three. That distinction is stated on the certificate.

Assessment

Every science is assessed against the same seven criteria, drawn from the method of study the programme teaches.

CRITERION

®

i

Tasawwur j gadl

1

3

@

Tadarruj o
Tarsikh cw:;«}\
Tatbiq u;.:La.J\
Rabt L J)
Istishhad 523V

Tabir J}:ﬂ\

WHAT IS BEING JUDGED

The question is conceived correctly before anything is said about it.
The clear questions are secured before the difficult ones are attempted.
The understanding holds when a doubt is raised against it.

The rule is applied to fresh examples.

The science is connected to the others it serves.

Claims are supported by authority, accurately attributed.

The material is expressed in the student’s own words.




THE AWARD

Standards

REQUIREMENT

Pass mark
Progression

Authorship

The Award

STANDARD
Seventy-five per cent overall.
Each level must be completed before the next opens.

All work must be the student’s own. Assistive tools may be used to correct
written English. They may not be used to generate ideas, arguments, structure,

translation or content.

holder to issue fatwa.

The “Alimiyyah Diploma certifies attainment at the station of al-tabassur, formation within one school,

and the capacity to research independently in the primary sources.

It carries a licence to teach the sciences completed, at the levels completed. The transcript records the level

reached in each science, so the scope of that licence is verifiable by anyone who asks. It does not license the

What may be added to it
ADDITIONAL CERTIFICATION
Ijazah in the mutan

Qur’an Teacher’s Licence

Tjazah in the complete Qur’in

REQUIREMENT

Mastery of the text with its commentary, and observed teaching of it. Issued text

by text.

Opens in the second year. An extended tajwid strand with supervised teaching

practice and an observed assessment.

Full memorisation of the Qur’an, then its complete recitation to a named

mugqriah who holds a connected chain. From memory. Places are limited.

Each is issued and recorded separately, and none is implied by the diploma.

Recognition

The Institute is accredited by the Ministry of Endowments and Islamic Affairs to confer this qualification in

Hargeisa.
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AFTERWARDS: THE PROGRAMME IN IFTA’

Afterwards: The Programme in IftZ

Five years for the ‘Alimiyyah Diploma; then, for those who intend to give fatwa, two years more.

The Programme in Ift is entered by those who hold the diploma. It is the takhassus the “Alimiyyah has been

preparing students for, and its object is a faculty formed by practice.

Its centre is a daily clinic. Students work through the chapters of figh from the beginning, and every teaching day
they answer five researched questions. Each is investigated in the authoritative literature of their own school, the
position the school holds is established, the sources are cited, and a full written fatwa is produced. Every one is

corrected by a qualified scholar. This is done five days a week, for two years.

Everything produced is kept: the question, the first answer, the sources consulted, the supervisor’s corrections, the
revised answer. The board reviews that record across the two years, so that what is certified at the end is a

demonstrated progression.

Alongside the clinic students study the advanced areas of their school: how its position is established where its
authorities differ, how a branch is derived upon its principles where the imam never addressed it, the terminology
by which the school marks the strength of a ruling, the formal conduct of juristic argument, and the recorded
disagreements between the schools. The conduct and manners of the mufti are taken as a discipline in their own

right, and students work on questions the earlier scholars never faced.

The programme ends before a board of senior scholars: unseen cases, oral questioning, timed research under

observation, and the defence of selected work from the student’s own record.

What is conferred is stated precisely: mufti within the named school, below the degree of mujtahid al-
tarjih, with demonstrated competence in researching and accurately transmitting the relied-upon

positions of the four Sunni schools. The school is always named.

Admission

Entry to the Programme in Iftd’ is by the ‘Alimiyyah Diploma. Exceptions are made for students whom the

Institute has examined and found competent to undertake the work, and such exceptions are expected to be rare.

Our Board of Education reviews the curriculum and may substitute a set text, its commentary or its edition where a sounder one is identified.

Any substitution is recorded and does not alter what the award certifies.




